
Shari Mirgon  (center) receives the 
chapterõs Distinguished Service award.   
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Welcome to the August  edition of the Silver 

State Massage Express, Newsletter of the AMTA -

Nevada Chapter!  

We have more education opportunity for you in 

Reno in October in this edition and a networking event 

in southern Nevada in Septembe r!  You can only benefit 

from the activities  if you attend  ð so take advantage of 

your membership ! 

We have new officers, next yearõs Annual 

Conventio n in the works for June 1 st and 2 nd , and 

changes in the wind and discoveries at the 2008 AMTA 

National Conv ention, in Phoenix, September 17 th  ð 20 th ! 

Enjoy!  
 

David J Otto, LMT NCTMB           
Newsletter Editor  
Newsletter@AMTA - NV.org  
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Convention Summary: 
 

We had a GREAT Nevada Chapter Annual Convention 
this past June!  The Chapter would like to thank the 

presenters, Paul St. John, Judith Aston, Michelle Viesselman, 
Vickie Smith, and David Otto, and the attendees for ranking 
this one of the best Annual Conventions to  date!   

Making the convention extra special were our guest 
speakers at the General Meeting from the Nevada State Board 
of Massage Therapists, Executive Director Lisa Cooper, and 
from the National Certification Board for  Therapeutic Massage 
& Bodywork,  Chief Operating Officer Laura Culver Edgar .  With 

all the changes going on in the nation, state , and Clark 
County, there was much to talk about.  

Also, special thanks go out to all the volunteers for 
assisting with making the convention a success!   The vendorsõ 

donations for door prizes were awesome also ð thanks to 
Arbonne, Koala Care, BioFreeze, and the NCBTMB. 

On topic at the State Convention, there were actions 
taken on elections, finance, and legislation.  

General Elections for President, 2 nd Vice-President, 
3rd Vice President, and Secretary resulted in the following new 
members swearing into their new positions:  Billie Shea, 
President; Michelle Viesselman, 2nd Vice-President; Terry 

Kunz, 3rd Vice-President; and,  Jennifer Botzenhart, Secretary.  
Brad Enerson and Pete Blandford retained their Treasurer and 
1st Vice-President positions, respectively.  Terry Kunz also 
accepted the Education Committee Chair.   Billie and Michelle  
resigned their positions in the following 2 weeks.  We will miss 
them as AMTA-NV Chapter Board Members and support them in 
representing our industry in their Nevada State Board of 

Massage Therapists responsibilities.   Please read Billieõs comments 
on Page 7 in this edition.  

House of Delegate Recommendations were discussed and 
voted on how the Nevada Chapter would represent at the HOD 
Annual Meeting in Phoenix, Ordinance 1713-07 was reviewed, and 
chapter financial budgets were presented for the 2009 -2010 period 

and approved by the attending membership.  
Tomoko Washington won the meeting raff le prize of a 

BioFreeze gift basket.  
 

What I Appreciate About  the Nevada Chapter: 
 

I enjoy meeting face-to-face all the friends I õve talk ed on 

the phone with or received email from every month  that also have 
fl own and driven in to create the 2008 State C onference you 
enjoyed. 

Our chapter  has become 

more intimate and fellow massage 
therapists have opportunities to  
spend more time with the Board, 
instructors, and each other.   I also 

enjoy earning hands-on education 
and credits. The interaction with 
other stud ents and instructors 
really enhances my experience.  

We are looking for more 
help during the next year.  So, if 
you have an idea, please write to 
me.  Remember:  We are member -

owned and -directed. We want to  

Thoughts from the President ð Pete Blandford  
 

ƧObstacles can't stop you. Problems can't stop you. Most of all, other people can't stop you. Only you can stop you.ƨ 
- Jeffrey Gitomer (American author and sales trainer) 

Continued on page 6 -  Thoughts  
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Silver State Massage Express 

 

Wendy Metcalfe 
Carel Lyn Miske 
Stefanie North  
Terry Rowe 
Scott Stary 
Susan Sybert 
Sandy Weiler 

 

and our newest 

members from 

another state!  
  

Taylor Farnsworth 
Stacie McMillen 

Georgene Echelard 

Please welcome  the 

newest members of 

AMTA- NVé 
 

Jacob Adsit 
Jeremy Bowen 
Martha Compiseno 
Alfoncina Curt  
Lisa DeFuria 
Julie Emens 
Adam Grubbs 
Marcella Holland 
Michelle Johnson 
Janine Lehman 
Kate Lewis 
Salvador Martinez 

 

June 10th and 11th marked the AMTA-Nevadaõs return to the eyes and 
ears of budding professionals at the Nevada School of Massage Therapy.  The 

presentation of association benefits and features was detailed to the 
approximately 63 students interested to hear more about joining and being active 
in the largest, massage therapist -only professional organization in the country.  

Pete Blandford presented at two sessions to accommodate the class 

schedules of both day and evening students, showing an Association-produced 
video and presenting official Chapter and National brochures and information.  
David Otto assisted with the set -up, take -down and question answering session. 

As has been the case in past presentation, food was a huge tool, of 

which sandwiches, veggies, and drinks were provided for the attendees.  
Surveys were completed by the 

attendees to evaluate the level of 
information they perceived t hey received 

as well as the fact that their questions 
were answered. 

The next presentations at the 
Nevada School of Massage Therapy are 

scheduled for Sept 23rd at 1pm & 6pm.  If 
you are willing to help with the 
organization or presentation of your AMTA, 
please contact Pete to find out what you 

can do to help at these times.  
If you are interested in future 

presentations, we are in the process of 
securing time at High Tech Institute to 

present information and enroll new 
members.  Please contact Pete with any 
other school contacts you may have to 

help promote your Chapter!  

Coming to a School Near You!  

 
 

Earlier this year, the chapter applied for a Law 
& Legislation Assistance Program (LLAP) grant 
from the National AMTA Executive Committee.  
The Executive Committee granted the AMTA-
Nevada Chapter the amount of $20,000 for the 
2008-2009 period.  These funds are to be used 
solely for lobbyist expenses for the 2009 
Nevada Legislative session.  The chapterõs 
reporting requirements include quarterly 
reports, as well as a summary report at the 
end of the õ08-ô09 period. 
 
A few years ago the chapter requested and 
received a grant from the national association 
for lobbying expenses for the 2005  session to 
promote passage of NRS 640C.  The chapterõs 
goal for the next session is to assist the Nevada 
Board of Massage Therapists with their 
lobbying efforts to add legislation to NRS 640C 
that will give substance to enforcement of the 
statute.  

 
 

 

October 19th ð 25th, 2008, is the week to remember when talking 
about Massage Therapy awareness!  This AMTA-sponsored time of 
year is and has been a marketing effort to make the general 
public aware of the benefits of massage and to promote massage 
therapy all around the U.S.  
The Consumer Survey Fact Sheet and the Industry Fact Sheet are 
two resources you can use when talking with your clients.  
If you have any ideas for events practitioners can hold prior to or 
during NMTAW®, please write to us  and let us know ð weõd love 
to post your idea on the AMTA-NV.org website!  

 

AMTA- NV Receives $20K Grant  
 ð Shari Mirgon  
 

 National Massage Therapy Awareness Week® is Coming!  
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