
AMTA-Nevada Chapter, c/o David Otto, 6220 Barton Manor Street, Las Vegas, NV 89011-1801 
http://www.AMTA -NV.org   AMTABoard@AMTA-NV.org 

TTT HHH EEE    SSS III LLL VVV EEE RRR    SSS TTT AAA TTT EEE    

MMM AAA SSS SSS AAA GGG EEE    EEE XXX PPP RRR EEE SSS SSS    
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E   AM T A - N E V A D A  C H A P T E R 

Welcome to the May edition of the Silver 

State Massage Express, Newsletter of the AMTA -

Nevada Chapter!  

Continuing Education, networking, and social 

events abound in this edition!  You can only benefit 

from the news and activities planned if you attend or 

write to a Board member so you can be represented!  

Plan on attend ing the Annual Meeting as well as 

thinking about the position youõd like to assist your 

chapter in filling responsibilities that are of interest to 

you!  

If youõd like this newsletter by email (and are 

not already receiving it by email), please contact me s o I 

can get you on the list!  

Enjoy!  

 
David J Otto, LMT NCTMB           
Newsletter Editor  
Newsletter@AMTA - NV.org  
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Exciting opportunities are on the horizon for 
massage therapists and AMTA-NV chapter 
members:  hands-on CEHs at the 2008 AMTA-
Nevada Chapter Annual Convention! 
 

At this two -day event on June 2nd & 3rd, 
presenters include:  

¶ Paul St. John: òSoft Tissue Mobilization of 
the Cranial Base ;ó 

¶ Judith Aston: òSeeing the Body's Patterns: 
Insights Into Unraveling Holding Patterns ;ó 

¶ Vickie Smith:  òIntroduction to Healing 
Touch;ó 

¶ Michelle Viesselman:  òPositioning & 
Limitations for Pregnant Clients in Medical 
Massage;ó 

¶ David Otto:  òCreating Client 
Relationships .ó 

 
Look for the class descriptions on page 6, and 
remember to register : the registration form is 
available on page 5 and register & pay online for 
quick access. 
  

Check online at www.AMTA-NV.org for more 
information and updates regarding the classes, 
instructors, and General Meeting planned in June!  
 

If you have suggestions for items to address at 
the General Meeting, please contact a Board member  
about getting the issue on the agenda ð items not on the 
agenda will not be addressed except in the general 
comments portion of the meeting, and may not get the 
time to be discussed that is needed!  

Some agenda items for the meeting include:  
1) Election of President, 2nd Vice-President, 

Treasurer, 2009 Delegates, 
2) Lisa Cooper, Executive Director of the Nevada 

State Board of Massage Therapy, will discuss what's 
going on in the state, including how they're preparing 
for the next legislative session,  

3) Agenda items will be taken and considered by 
your AMTA-Nevada Board by May 30; no additional items 
will be added after that date.  
 
Come join us for stories, networking, and un derstanding 
more about how a professional association can work for 
you! 
 

Learn More At and About Your NV State Convention!  
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Silver State Massage Express 

 

Debbie Hulburt  
Alicia Hutt  

Bree Jackson 
Jennifer Sophie       

Longsinger 
Terry Lee Manzo 

Alicia Marshall 
Melanie Pearson 
Roberta Peck 
Elliott Reed  

Elissa Rekshynskyj 
Cassandra Reynolds 
Lea Rose Robinson 
Lisa Ruiz 

Elizabeth Sabroso 
Corneliu Salagean 
Tara Saunders 
Carole Sears 

Nichoel Snashall 
Tiffany Thomas 

Pamela Ticer 
Candice Tonini 

Kathrine Von Arx 
Kendra Wagers 
Indizo Welch 
Laura Winzer 

 

 

And our newest 

members from  

another state!  
  
Kathryn E. P. Davis 
Danielle Jongeling 
Kristopher L. Lisle  

Misty Miller  
Dawnlynn P. Nunes 
Paula M. Steiner 
Donna J. Webb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Welcome the 

newest members of 

AMTA- NV! 
 

Cathy Abbott  

Christina Bassen 
Carol Benton 
Kristine Best 
Jeana Boring 

Tracy Brooks 
Lacy Burrell  
David Clemons 
Arlene Cordero 

Shannon Davis 
Amanda Dietrich 
Sarah Beth Dixon 

Tia Douglas 
Alexis Eastman 
Shannon Goss 
Carleen Hall 

 

Cross - Gender Issues in Southern Nevada  
 

It amazes me how few massage therapists are involved in making our field a better, more professional, and, indeed, 
more profitable profession.  Everyone complains, but few stand up and do anything about it.  Your silence is deafening to the 
powers that be!   They view it as overwhelming consent.  What are the problems that face us?  

One problem we face is that we are still not being treated as a profession in this state, especially in Clark County.  
Massage is viewed, not as a medical profession, but rather a s either a hobby (at best) or as a means to cover prostitution.   

One result of this perception is that we are forced to accept buying food -handler health cards, with one part the 
requirement being watching a film that applies strictly to the food industry.  A statement that was made to one massage 
therapist who questioned it:  because we need something to fall back on when we realize that we cannot do massage therapy as 
our livelihood.  By the way, aestheticians do not have this kind of health card and do not view the films.   

Another result is the Cross-Gender laws for outcall massage, which are by the way attached somehow to the prostitution 
laws.  There are over 3200 lic ensed massage therapists in this state, the vast majority of wh om reside and work in Clark County 
(from State line to North Las Vegas and elsewhere within the county).  Yet, when Clark County decided to write a proposed 
ordinance regarding massage therapy establishments,  the County did not bother to remove the antiquated language directing the 
therapists to have a metro work card  ð remember:  work cards  stopped being issued when the state licensing became active.   
This proposed ordinance was created to deal with the problem of prostitution being performed under the guise of massage 
therapy.  Apparently, since  they paint us all with the same paintbrush, we are not important enough to them to make certain 
that they get it correct!   

How many of you even bothered to pay attention to the news about the creation of this proposed ordinance?  It may 
affect you in ways that you have not even considered!  It limits the hours of all massage therapy to between the hours of 8AM  
and 9PM, which I personally do not have a problem with, but you may.  It also includes a section that prohibits massage 
businesses from locating within 1000 feet of each other.  Let us look at this.  If they are referring only to Spas and the like, fine, 
but what if they are including single -operator massage offices?  Does this affect you?  Are you paying attention?   

If you donõt pay attention now, you may pay 
dearly in the future, because  I can assure you that this 
is just the first of possibly many regulations  that the 
county and other entities will b ring in to control 
prostitution  rather than actually enforcing the existing 
laws and aggressively prosecuting the so called 
òtherapistsó that are arrested for solicitation. 

One of the ways that you can fight back is to 
organize, be part of a larger w hole.  You can do that 
by joining professional organizations, through which 
you can make your voice louder, and through which 
you can lobby for changes, the AMTA is just such an 
organization.  Another way that you can make your 
voice heard is to utilize pu blic forums, attend and 
speak out at the various public meetings in which your 
future is being discussed, speak out in the various 
media venues that are open to the local citizenry, 
write your representatives, make your voice heard 
where ever and when ever y you can, and educate th e 
public at every opportunity.  

 

A Call to Action                             ð Michelle A Viesselman, LMT  

 
 

The Nevada Chapter has issued an official statement regarding the proposed Ordinance 1713-07 that 
will change laws regarding how massage businesses practice in Clark County: 
 

On behalf of our members, the American Massage Therapy Associ ation -Nevada Chapter strenuously 

objects to the proposed Clark County Ordinance 1713 -07.  In its attempt to control illicit "massage 

parlors", this ordinance would instead victimize legitimate massage therapists, without correcting the 
problem.   It exclude s the very businesses it is supposed to target.  

Instead of punishing an entire healthcare profession, the county should be enforcing current laws and 

prosecuting offenders who attempt to co -opt legitimate massage.   For example, establishments with 

more tha n one solicitation arrest on their premises could have their licenses revoked.   This would not 
punish massage therapists and instead enforce current laws to curb illicit activity.  
 

If you have an opinion about this, please email us or talk about it at the AMTA-NV Forum!  This issue will be talked 
about at the Annual Meeting on June 2nd ς contact us if you have questions! 
 

 

 

 

http://amta-nv.org/forum/
mailto:AMTABoard@amta-nv.org?subject=I%20have%20a%20question/comment%20about%20the%20AMTA-NV%20statement
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